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School Programs at CAM
Cameron Art Museum (CAM) has worked with teachers, students, and educators in southeastern North Carolina for
over fifty-six years and is committed to supporting the work being done in the classroom through interactive field trips
and professional development opportunities for teachers. Use this guide to learn more about our framework for learning,
approaches to visual literacy, and how a gallery experience connects with your classroom curriculum.

Our Approach
At CAM, we believe that the arts are essential in developing critical thinking skills, learning how to communicate,
appreciating different cultures, understanding history, and celebrating our shared humanity. We promote visual literacy
by using Visual Thinking Strategies methodology, helping students develop the ability to look closely in making inferences
about the meaning of works of art. Your students will build skills and connect with standard. CAM’s Pre-K through 12
experiences support North Carolina’s Standard Course of Study in one or more of the following core curricula: Arts
Education, English Language Arts, Social Studies, Science, and Mathematics. Tours foster the development of 21st century
learning skills including critical thinking, communication, collaboration, and creativity. Tours are interactive by design,
encouraging students to be active participants in the learning process by asking questions and thinking deeply about and
responding to the art on display. During these tours, students make connections between history, language arts, science,
math, and the visual arts.
CAM Offers a variety of gallery experiences for Pre-K through 12 students:

What to Expect
We recognize that people learn differently. Our work
is grounded in Howard Gardner’s theory of multiple
intelligences, and we engage students through a range
of learning strategies, including open-ended and guided
questions, conversation, small group activities, and
hands-on art creation.
Our docents are specially trained. Our team of docents
have been trained by education staff to work with
students grades Pre-K through 12 using Visual Thinking
Strategy techniques.
We work closely with you. Our education staff is
available to talk with you about enhancing your
curriculum and deepening your students’ learning with
programs that are tailored to your needs.

CAM’s Framework
for Learning
CAM’s framework for teaching visual literacy skills can help students develop the vocabulary necessary for processing and
discussing visual information. Visual Thinking Strategies (VTS) is an inquiry-based teaching method created by cognitive
psychologist Abigail House and museum educator Philip Yenawine.
The official VTS website, vtshome.org, describes how art is imperative: Art is the essential first discussion topic because it
enables students to use existing visual and cognitive skills to develop confidence and experience, learning to use what they
already know to figure out what they don’t; they are then prepared to explore other complex subject matter alone and with
peers.
The main aspects of VTS teaching practice includes three key inquiries:
1. What’s going on in this picture?
2. What do you see that makes you say that?
3. What more can we find?
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Students with access to the arts have historically earned higher grade point averages and scored higher on the SAT than
students without arts education. These gains hold true regardless of socio-economic status, which means that where atrisk students are getting arts education, it is helping to close the achievement gap.
In 2020-2021, CAM launched a VTS-based course with UNCW students to explore the relationship between art, health, and
the community. Students developed thesis ideas using art for communication and healing with diverse populations, as well
as arts integration in various K-12 settings.

School Tour Information
Customize Your Classroom Experience
Virtual Classroom Visits
Students can experience an interactive tour that will deepen their understanding of art and its relevancy for history, culture,
communication, and self-expression. Your experience begins with a video introduction to the museum and our exhibitions,
followed by a virtual tour in real time. Our tours are informed by the North Carolina Standard Course of Study and can be
customized for your classroom for lessons in all content areas. Make a reservation online at least two weeks in advance of
the requested date.
Children 17 & under: $5 per student
College & Adult, 17 and up: $10 per student

Virtual Art +
Following a virtual tour, you can enhance the museum experience through exhibition-inspired, hands-on activities. The
museum will be happy to work with you to connect the tour and a follow-up project with your interests or curriculum.
Reservation requests must be made at least four weeks in advance of the requested date.
Children 17 & under: additional $5 per student
College & Adult, 17 and up: additional $10 per student

Some of the lesson themes for a guided tour and activity uniquely suited
to our 2020-21 exhibitions include:

Shapes and Patterns
Look at the elements and principles for rhythms and patterns in various works.
How can these patterns become tools for math and science? (K-6)

Civil Rights and Civic Engagement
From slavery to suffrage, examine events in our history from 1850-1970 (K-12).
How does the social and political environment shape the artist and his or her
work? (6-12)

The North Carolina Landscape
Explore images that capture topography, waterways, and livelihoods in
southeastern North Carolina (K-6). Examine the landscape and our balance
between natural spaces and our built environment (6-12).

Diverse Voices
After engaging in Thinking Strategies with the collection, apply your imagination
to the stories and poems told by select works (K-6). Use the collection to craft the
diverse voices that make up our contemporary culture (6-12).

Resources for Educators
Lesson Plan Booklets
Our Lesson Plan Booklets offer a broad collection of activities that favor readily available materials. The lessons can be easily
adapted to suit various grade levels. Each lesson includes follow-up projects for deeper exploration of the artist or content
areas.

Virtual Exhibitions
Virtual Exhibitions on CAM’s website gives students lots to explore. There are eight exhibitions in total - from Elizabeth
Bradford’s stunning paintings of the natural world to the photography of Phil Freelon, architect of record for the Smithsonian
Natural Museum of History and Culture. To view, visit our Exhibitions page on CameronArtMuseum.org.

Video Collection of Artist Interviews
Use our video collection of artist interviews for background on the artists as well as discussions on current events.
Conversations with artists and curators are available on our YouTube channel (@Cameron Art Museum). Your students can
watch these conversations anytime, from a conversation with the USCT Public Sculpture artist Stephen Hayes to a conversation
with internationally recognized artist Audrey Flack. There is also a conversation with Dakin Hart, Senior Curator of the Noguchi
Museum in Long Island City, New York, and with Carla Hanzal, the curator of the Elizabeth Bradford exhibition. Archives of
our Art and Social Justice series are also be available on our YouTube channel. Art and Social Justice Conversations feature
interviews with contemporary artists on their work and issues of race and racism. There are four artists featured in the series:
Stephen Hayes, Beverly McIver, Willie Cole, and Greyson Davis.
Durham-born artist Stephen Hayes, is the Brock Family Visiting Instructor in Studio Arts in the Department of Art, Art
History and Visual Studies at Duke University. Hayes’s work has been featured at the National Cathedral, Winston Salem State
University, Duke University, CAM Raleigh, Rosa Parks Museum, African American Museum of Philadelphia, and Harvey B. Gantt
Center, among others. He is the recipient of the 2019 North Carolina Arts Council Emerging Artist Award.
Greensboro-born artist Beverly McIver is widely acknowledged as a significant presence in contemporary American art
and has charted a new direction as an African American woman artist. She is committed to producing art that consistently
examines racial, gender, social and occupational identity. McIver is currently the Ebenshade Professor of the Practice in Studio
Arts At Duke University. A career survey of the artist’s work begins at the Scottsdale Museum of Contemporary Art in 2022,
before touring the country.
Willie Cole (American, b. 1955) grew up in Newark, New Jersey but traces his father’s family to Brunswick and Columbus
counties. He attended the Boston University School of Fine Arts, received his Bachelor of Fine Arts degree from the School
of Visual Arts in New York in 1976, and continued his studies at the Art Students League of New York from 1976 to 1979. He is
the recipient of many awards, including the 2006 Winner of the David C. Driskell Prize, the first national award to honor and
celebrate contributions to the field of African-American art and art history.
Greyson Davis, better known in the art community as “HP Fangs” is a Wilmington based illustrator. Marked by nostalgic
themes, vibrant colors, and bold and loose lines, it’s not hard to see that his work has been heavily influenced by 80’s & 90’s
pop culture. Even more distinct, is the playfully infectious, giant four toothed smile that’s depicted in almost all of his work.
That smile is the hallmark of this former social worker turned middle school art teacher. Not only in his work, but also in his
everyday life, “Fangs” is constant champion of positive energy and social involvement, challenging the viewers to “smile
and destroy” anything that seeks to bring about negativity. Throughout his career, he’s illustrated several children’s books,
worked on large community murals, billboard designs, and most recently he was the art director (as well as contributor) to
Wilmington’s giant, 10 x 130ft “End Racism Now” art installation.

Battle of Forks Road Documentary
Teach your students about the story of the United States Colored Troops who fought in the Civil War and were victorious in the
Battle of Forks Road, which led to the fall of Wilmington. This skirmish took place where the museum is now and is important
to the history of the Cape Fear Region. Cameron Art Museum received an NC Humanities Grant for this short film directed by
Adam Alphin and produced and written by Heather Wilson. View the documentary on our YouTube channel
(@Cameron Art Museum).

Fall 2020-Winter 2021
Exhibtions
Elizabeth Bradford: A House of One Room
March 12-October 17, 2021
Elizabeth Bradford’s masterful paintings originate from an intimate observation
and profound reverence for the natural environment. These selections offer an
invitation to share Bradford’s journey as she explores the wonder of the natural
world. The reverence she has for the environment and all of its inhabitants, can
inspire a deeper awareness of our interconnectedness and responsibility for its
preservation and survival. This exhibition is made possible thanks to the generous
underwriting of the Wells Fargo Foundation. Wells Fargo is proud to support
access to arts experiences and advocate for environmental preservation.

Safe Places: Robert Johnson
February 7-August 1, 2021
It is as if artist Robert Johnson was experiencing the longing for safety amidst
the current pandemic when titling his major body of work, Safe Places. In truth,
Johnson started this ambitious project three years ago, with the objective
to reside and work on site in all 41 North Carolina State Parks. This exhibition
premieres more than 80 artworks realized through the artist’s vulnerable
investigations. Opening himself to the environment, he shares, “Recording the
mood of a landscape is just as important as recording what I see.”

Another Look
The Eye Learns: Modernist Prints
from the Louis Belden Collection
October 19, 2019 - February 14, 2021
San Francisco art collector Louis Belden gave his art collection, the gift of his
lifetime, to our community. Give your students the opportunity to explore 134
modernist prints by 51 artists who shaped the course of visual art in the 20th
century, including Calder, Chagall, Picasso, and more.

Dorothy Gillespie Centennial Celebration
July 2020 - March 2021
Gillespie, an accomplished NYC artist, cherished the vibrant arts scene in
Wilmington. The sculptures in CAM’s courtyard are from her Rockefeller Center
Exhibit and will be displayed at CAM through April 2021 as part of the Dorothy
Gillespie Centennial Celebration.

Detail from Dorothy Gillespie Centennial Celebration
installation in CAM’s courtyard

Coming Soon
Five Years of Compass
Opens April 21, 2021
Compass, CAM’s upper level giving society, meets annually to select new
acquisitions for the museum’s growing collection. This exhibition presents the
work acquired thanks to Compass over the past five years, including work by
John Cage, Diego Camposeco, Phil Freelon, Jaydan Moore, Lien Truong, Burk
Uzzle, and Fred Wilson

COVID Story Quilts: Global Perspectives on the
Pandemic
On view April 22-May 30, 2021
This special exhibition displays the unique perspectives of our community and
how we have been impacted by COVID this year. With color, fabrics, words, and
images, our community comes together to process this collective experience –
through art.

Translating Tradition
Opens April 29. 2021
This special exhibition displays the unique perspectives of our community and
how we have been impacted by COVID this year. With color, fabrics, words, and
images, our community comes together to process this collective experience –
through art.

United States Colored Troops
Public Sculpture Project
Unveiling November 13, 2021
Cameron Art Museum was the site of the Battle of Forks Road, a Civil War
skirmish whose victory was won by the United States Colored Troops (USCT)
and led to the fall of Wilmington. Many of the 1600 African-American soldiers
who fought here were native to this area, and after the war, many of them stayed
to settle, raise their families, establish educational opportunities, and build a
thriving merchant class. Their impact is significant, yet their story is virtually
unknown.
The life-size bronze (9 ft x 11 ft x 3 ft) sculpture by artist Stephen Hayes will be
unveiled November 13, 2021 with programming commemorating the story of
the USCT. The sculpture itself is fashioned from the cast features of 11 African
American men connected to the site and its story -- USCT descendants, reenactors, veterans, and community leaders. The sculpture is connected deeply
to the community’s history, its present, and its future. The USCT Project is timely
and necessary, as our nation looks closely at issues of race and systemic racism.
Look for educational opportunities coming this fall!
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CameronArtMuseum.org
3201 South 17th Street
Wilmington, NC 28412
(910) 395-5999
Cameron Art Museum is
the premier art museum
for southeastern North
Carolina. CAM presents six
to eight exhibitions annually;
monthly family and children’s
programs (Kids@CAM); weekly
interdisciplinary programs
(lectures, music, literature,
dance); ongoing workshops
and classes in all artistic genres
in the Museum School; and the
Connections program for those
with Alzheimer’s disease or
disability and their caregivers.

Hours:
Tuesday-Sunday: 10 AM - 5 PM
Thursdays: Open late until 9 PM
Closed Mondays and holidays

Join us online and
#ConnectwithCAM

Schedule Your
Visit Today
Please make reservation requests for virtual tours at least two weeks in
advance of the requested date. Visual Art+ must be made four weeks
in advance. Please provide at least 48 hours notice before your tour for
cancellations
Please provide the following information when reserving your tour:
• Type of tour you are requesting
• Contact person, phone number, and email address
• Number of people in your party
• Age range/Grade level
• Two dates and times that you would like for your tour
• Any special requests regarding your tour (duration, specific focus, etc.)
• Number of chaperones (for Kindergarten and under, 1 chaperone per 5
students is admitted free of charge. For children 1st-12th, 1 chaperone per
10 students is admitted free of charge)
Schedule a tour by contacting Georgia Mastroieni, Director of Youth and
Family Education, at (910) 395-5999 ext. 1019 or email
education@cameronartmuseum.org.

