
2020-2021
School & Teacher Programs Guide



School Programs at CAM CAM’s Framework 
for Learning

Cameron Art Museum (CAM) has worked with teachers, students, and educators in southeastern North Carolina for 
over fifty-six years and is committed to supporting the work being done in the classroom through interactive field trips 
and professional development opportunities for teachers. Use this guide to learn more about our framework for learning, 
approaches to visual literacy, and how a gallery experience connects with your classroom curriculum.

Our Approach
At CAM, we believe that the arts are essential in developing critical thinking skills, learning how to communicate, 
appreciating different cultures, understanding history, and celebrating our shared humanity. We promote visual literacy 
by using Visual Thinking Strategies methodology, helping students develop the ability to look closely in making inferences 
about the meaning of works of art. Your students will build skills and connect with standard. CAM’s Pre-K through 12 
experiences support North Carolina’s Standard Course of Study in one or more of the following core curricula: Arts 
Education, English Language Arts, Social Studies, Science, and Mathematics. Tours foster the development of 21st century 
learning skills including critical thinking, communication, collaboration, and creativity. Tours are interactive by design, 
encouraging students to be active participants in the learning process by asking questions and thinking deeply about and 
responding to the art on display. During these tours, students make connections between history, language arts, science, 
math, and the visual arts.

What to Expect
We recognize that people learn differently. Our work 
is grounded in Howard Gardner’s theory of multiple 
intelligences, and we engage students through a range 
of learning strategies, including open-ended and guided 
questions, conversation, small group activities, and 
hands-on art creation.

Our docents are specially trained. Our team of docents 
have been trained by education staff to work with 
students grades Pre-K through 12 using Visual Thinking 
Strategy techniques.

We work closely with you. Our education staff is 
available to talk with you about enhancing your 
curriculum and deepening your students’ learning with 
programs that are tailored to your needs.

CAM’s framework for teaching visual literacy skills can help students develop the vocabulary necessary for processing and 
discussing visual information. Visual Thinking Strategies (VTS) is an inquiry-based teaching method created by cognitive 
psychologist Abigail House and museum educator Philip Yenawine. 

The official VTS website, vtshome.org, describes how art is imperative: Art is the essential first discussion topic because it 
enables students to use existing visual and cognitive skills to develop confidence and experience, learning to use what they 
already know to figure out what they don’t; they are then prepared to explore other complex subject matter alone and with 
peers.

The main aspects of VTS teaching practice includes three key inquiries:
1. What’s going on in this picture?
2. What do you see that makes you say that?
3. What more can we find?

Students with access to the arts have historically earned higher grade point averages and scored higher on the SAT than 
students without arts education. These gains hold true regardless of socio-economic status, which means that where at-
risk students are getting arts education, it is helping to close the achievement gap.

CAM Offers a variety of gallery experiences for Pre-K through 12 students:

Arts Education = Success in School

A Student
involved in 
the arts is

44 times more likely 
to be recognized 
for academic 
achievement

44 times more likely 
to participate 
in the math and 
science fair

33 times more likely 
to be elected to 
class office

33 times more 
likely to win an 
award for school 
attendance



School Tour Information
Customize Your Classroom Experience

Virtual Classroom Visits
Students can experience an interactive tour that will deepen their understanding of art and its relevancy for history, culture, 
communication, and self-expression. Your experience begins with a video introduction to the museum and our exhibitions, 
followed by a virtual tour in real time. Our tours are informed by the North Carolina Standard Course of Study and can be 
customized for your classroom for lessons in all content areas. Make a reservation online at least two weeks in advance of 
the requested date.

Children 17 & under: $5 per student
College & Adult, 17 and up: $10 per student

Virtual Art +
Following a virtual tour, you can enhance the museum experience through exhibition-inspired, hands-on activities. The 
museum will be happy to work with you to connect the tour and a follow-up project with your interests or curriculum. 
Reservation requests must be made at least four weeks in advance of the requested date.

Children 17 & under: additional $5 per student
College & Adult, 17 and up: additional $10 per student

Enrichment@CAM
Wednesdays, September 23-November 11, 2020
Grades K-5: 10-11:30 AM; Grades 6-8: 3-4:30 PM; Instructors: Georgia Mastroieni & September Krueger
Our virtual Enrichment sessions are designed to meet the needs of home-school students and traditional students outside 
of the classroom. Each session combines current exhibitions with works in our permanent collection to address a variety of 
themes. Our program allows for inquiry and discussion of the arts and artists, and is aligned with North Carolina standards. 
Your child will explore different media over the 8-week session for either elementary of middle school groups. 

CAM Members: $160
Non-Members: $200

Resources for Educators

Virtual Educators Night
Tuesday, September 8, 2020, 4-5 PM
Educators Night will provide information about virtual tours, Art + experiences, 
lesson plans, and other resources for area educators. All educators and 
administrators (all ages, all disciplines) are welcome and encouraged to attend 
and explore fun ways to bring art into your classroom and spark creativity in you 
and your students. 

Virtual Night for Families
Wednesday, September 9, 2020, 4-5 PM
Family Night will provide information and materials about virtual tours, Art + 
experiences, lesson plans, and other resources to parents teaching their children 
at home. All parents welcome and encouraged to attend and explore fun ways to 
bring art into your home classroom and spark creativity in your students. 

Lesson Plan Booklets
Our Lesson Plan Booklets offer a broad collection of activities that favor readily 
available materials. The lessons can be easily adapted to suit various grade levels. 
Each lesson includes follow-up projects for deeper exploration of the artist or 
content areas.

Virtual Exhibitions
Virtual Exhibitions on CAM’s website gives students lots to explore. There are 
eight exhibitions in total - from Elizabeth Bradford’s stunning paintings of the 
natural world to the photography of Phil Freelon, architect of record for the 
Smithsonian Natural Museum of History and Culture. To view, visit our Exhibitions 
page on CameronArtMuseum.org.

Video Collection of Artist Interviews
Use our video collection of artist interviews for background on the artists as well 
as discussions on current events. Conversations with artists and curators are 
available on our YouTube channel (@Cameron Art Museum). Your students can 
watch these conversations anytime, from a conversation with the USCT Public 
Sculpture artist Stephen Hayes to a conversation with internationally recognized 
artist Audrey Flack. There is also a conversation with Dakin Hart, Senior Curator 
of the Noguchi Museum in Long Island City, New York, and with Carla Hanzal, the 
curator of the Elizabeth Bradford exhibition. Archives of our Art and Social Justice 
series will also be available on our YouTube channel.

Battle of Forks Road Documentary
Teach your students about the story of the United States Colored Troops who 
fought in the Civil War and were victorious in the Battle of Forks Road, which led 
to the fall of Wilmington. This skirmish took place where the museum is now and is 
important to the history of the Cape Fear Region. Cameron Art Museum received 
an NC Humanities Grant for this short film directed by Adam Alphin and produced 
and written by Heather Wilson. View the documentary on our YouTube channel 
(@Cameron Art Museum). 

Some of the lesson themes for a guided tour and activity uniquely suited 
to our 2020-21 exhibitions include:

Shapes and Patterns
Look at the elements and principles for rhythms and patterns in various works. 
How can these patterns become tools for math and science? (K-6)

Civil Rights and Civic Engagement
From slavery to suffrage, examine events in our history from 1850-1970 (K-12).
How does the social and political environment shape the artist and his or her 
work? (6-12)

The North Carolina Landscape
Explore images that capture topography, waterways, and livelihoods in 
southeastern North Carolina (K-6). Examine the landscape and our balance 
between natural spaces and our built environment (6-12). 

Diverse Voices
After engaging in Thinking Strategies with the collection, apply your imagination 
to the stories and poems told by select works (K-6). Use the collection to craft the 
diverse voices that make up our contemporary culture (6-12).

http://cameronartmuseum.org/index.php?c=current&s=index
http://cameronartmuseum.org/index.php?c=current&s=index
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnUj2uBY2k66cNBXbNS6-fA/videos
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8jAoyDMcXFY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ls--oRXHILA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Udpw3wQxEQM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dgexVUOg4sA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_GvnOAN_8NQ


Fall 2020-Winter 2021
Exhibtions

The Eye Learns:
Modernist Prints from the Louis Belden Collection
October 19, 2019 - February 14, 2021

San Francisco art collector Louis Belden gave his art collection, 
the gift of his lifetime, to our community. These works offer a 
range of expression, experimentation, and expansion of the 
terrain of postwar modernism and post-Modernism. These 134 
modernist prints by 51 artists reveal Belden’s collecting journey 
and are primarily presented in the oder he acquired them and 
includes artwork from the leading artists, the change-makers, 
the radicals, the early modernist European experts, seeking 
asylum in this country, who shaped the course of visual art in 
the 20th century.

She Persists
July 31, 2020 - Spring 2021

She Persists coincides with the 100th anniversary of the 
ratification of the 19th amendment and looks closely at the 
ways in which female artists in CAM’s collection persist in their 
own lives, in their communities, in their world, both personally 
and politically, through their art. From Mary Cassatt, whose 
work hung in exhibitions supporting suffrage, to feminist artist 
Audrey Flack, whose work Medea is a conscious redeeming of 
that tragic figure, this exhibition creates a powerful dialogue 
about what it means to be a woman. 

The Face of Lincoln
Opens September 2020

The Face of Lincoln is a powerful bronze casting from the 
original work of sculptor Robert Merrell Gage, given to CAM by 
John Short and Clell Hamm of the North Carolina Gallery of Fine 
Art. The casting is based on the 1860 plaster face mask made 
of Lincoln by Leonard Volk. Gage made castings of Lincoln 
throughout his life and starred in the 1955 Academy Award 
winning film The Face of Lincoln (20 minutes), also shown in the 
gallery.

Illumination 2020
November 20, 2020 - January 3, 2021

For the past five years, Illumination, a juried exhibition of artist-
made lanterns, has marked the transition of the season’s change 
and the year’s end at CAM. This year, deep in the COVID crisis, 
we ask artists from across the country to examine their own 
metaphorical concept of light in their work.

Sonia Delaunay (Ukranian, 1885-1979), Color Rhythms [Detail], 1971, ed. 13/75, 
Cameron Art Museum: Gift of the Estate of Louis Belden, Artwork © PRACUSA

Cara Bvan, Full House, Submission for Illumination 2018

Audrey Flack (American, b. 1931), Medea [Detail], 2007, Cameron Art Museum: 
purchased with funds provided by Knox and Mary Ann Keith Massey, 2007.6

Photo by Allison Potter, Wrightsville Beach Magazine

“I am a teacher at Sunset Park and the trips 
provided to our students to the Cameron Art 
Museum are, in most cases, the only opportunity 
our students have to go to a museum. It is a 
great way for them to tie in some history with 
the arts. One of the greatest ways to learn is by 
experiencing.”

“New Hanover County Schools 5th graders have 
benefited in countless ways from the Cameron Art 
Museum tour programs. All stakeholders on our end 
agree that exposing students to museum decorum, 
local and national art, and the excellent discussions 
prompted by museum docents have not only taught 
students important socio-cultural skills, but they have 
also contributed to their understanding of the 5th grade 
curriculum in many subject areas from perspectives that 
they are not always able to achieve in regular classroom 
settings.”

- Jacki Booth, Supervisor for Arts Education 
   for New Hanover County Schools

“The field trip was nice and cool, so I am going 
back to the museum with my mom and dad and 
sister and Brandy. I love the museum.

- Kamari, 5th grader

“The staff at Cameron Art Museum have been great 
to Rachel Freeman! They consistently seek funding 
opportunities to help our low socio-economic students 
have opportunities for exposure they may not otherwise 
get. Being poor doesn’t mean that we don’t have a 
hidden artist, painter, sculptor, or photographer in our 
midst just waiting to blossom!”

- Susan Sellers, principal, 
  Rachel Freeman Elementary School of Engineering



Schedule Your 
Visit TodayCameronArtMuseum.org

3201 South 17th Street
Wilmington, NC 28412

(910) 395-5999

Cameron Art Museum is 
the premier art museum 
for southeastern North 
Carolina. CAM presents six 
to eight exhibitions annually; 
monthly family and children’s 
programs (Kids@CAM); weekly 
interdisciplinary programs 
(lectures, music, literature, 
dance); ongoing workshops 
and classes in all artistic genres 
in the Museum School; and the 
Connections program for those 
with Alzheimer’s disease or 
disability and their caregivers.

Hours:
Tuesday-Sunday: 10 AM - 5 PM
Thursdays: Open late until 9 PM
Closed Mondays and holidays

Join us online and 
#ConnectwithCAM

Please make reservation requests for virtual tours at least two weeks in 
advance of the requested date. Visual Art+ must be made four weeks 
in advance. Please provide at least 48 hours notice before your tour for 
cancellations

Please provide the following information when reserving your tour:

• Type of tour you are requesting

• Contact person, phone number, and email address

• Number of people in your party

• Age range/Grade level

• Two dates and times that you would like for your tour

• Any special requests regarding your tour (duration, specific focus, etc.)

• Number of chaperones (for Kindergarten and under, 1 chaperone per 5 
   students is admitted free of charge. For children 1st-12th, 1 chaperone per 
   10 students is admitted free of charge)

Schedule a tour by contacting Georgia Mastroieni, Director of Youth and 
Family Education, at (910) 395-5999 ext. 1019 or email 
education@cameronartmuseum.org.




